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Customer Reviews

After the Funeral is a Hercule Poirot novel that follows a somewhat different structure from most.
First, as the title suggests, the story only begins after the funeral of a wealthy man. When the
relatives gather at the house afterwards, his sister blurts out that he must have been murdered even
though he was known to be terminally ill and no foul play was suspected. When that same sister is
brutally murdered the very next day, however, there can be little doubt that something sinister is
afoot and this is where Hercule Poirot is called upon. Still, we don’t see as much of him as we
usually do. The suspects are scattered about England and a number of the interrogations are
conducted by other people and reported back to Poirot. In the end, of course, Poirot gathers all the
interested parties together and reveals the solution.Normally, | find that any Poirot novel suffers
greatly when the Belgian is used sparingly. So | was pleasantly surprised in this instance that the
other characters were sufficiently interesting to carry the load. The cast is pretty varied and |
definitely found it interesting to see how they interacted with each other in the aftermath of these
murders. The story generally moves along at a good pace though it slowed down a touch toward the
end. The razor sharp humor that Poirot provides when portrayed at his best is largely absent here
but the book doesn’t suffer too badly.This is nowhere near the best Hercule Poirot novel but it

certainly is a solid effort. | wouldn’t necessarily recommend it to first time readers, as they would do



be better served to start with one of the very best such as the
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